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545. 


ILLUSTRATION 330 


STAIRWAY FROM SECOND TO THIRD FLOOR 


From the Memorial Room directly to the right is a handsome stairway 


with mahogany rail leading to the third floor of the 1869 section of 


the Old House. 
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ILLUSTRATION 331 


THIRD FLOOR HALLWAY 


At the top of the stairs looking to the West can be seen the towel rack, 
the only water connection for the third floor and an early nineteenth 
century bureau. The bottle seen in the photograph was placed there so 
the visitors could enjoy the superb, blue Bristol glass. Unless it is 
where the light can shine through, the color is lost. Not all visitors 
go to the third floor, but all visitors get this view from the second 


floor. 


When the house was rehabilitated (1965), the third floor was not in- 
cluded. Only small groups of less than eight persons should be allowed 


at one time. It is unsafe for more. 


The pine bureau in the hallway has three long drawers and two small 
drawers at the top. The bureau has sandwich glass pulls. This chest 
of drawers has always been in the hallway although one might have ex- 


pected it to be in one of the servant's bedrooms. 
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ILLUSTRATION 334 


"TERMASHA HEMIS" 


This etching is entitled "Termasha Hemis" and was done by Miss Mary 0. 


Abbott, granddaughter of Charles Francis Adams, Jr. 
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ILLUSTRATION 339 


NORTHEAST BEDROOM 


The door to the Northeast Bedroom leads into the room formerly occupied 
by Molly Lally the parlor maid. This room is well ventilated having an 
east window shaded by a huge old American elm, On the north side is a 
window from which is a view of the orchard, the family clothes yard, the 
green house and the duck pond. The furnishings of this room were left 


intact by the Adams Memorial Society. 


Directly to the right is a maple washstand with lid top drawer, two side 
drawers and a large left hand compartment. Some repair is needed on the 


two drawers. 


The toilet set is one of the handsomest in the entire house. It is Stone 
China of early eighteen hundred. The brown underglaze transfer print 
with Etruscan Vase decoration gives it the appearance of lustre. This 
Etruscan type of English ceramics includes the famous Portland Vase in 
the British Museum. The border around each piece is Empire design. 
Washbowl - Size: Height - 5", Diameter - 15". 
Cover = Size: 51/2" x k" 
Toothbrush Holder - Length - 8", Width - 3", Height - 3 1/2". 
Chamber Pot with Cover - Size: Diameter - 9". 


The rocking chair is one that was used by the maids, and hardly visible 


is the watering can for supplying the occupant with hot water. 
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ILLUSTRATION 341 


NORTHEAST BEDROOM (CONTINUED ) 


On the right hand side as you leave the room is a bureau with an attached 
mirror and there are four drawers. It is mid nineteenth century and was 
a part of the Charles Francis Adams Era. 

Size of Bureau without mirror: Height - 35", Length - 38", Width - 22", 


Size of Mirror: Height - 38", Width - 22", 


Brownfield & Son 
Trademark Mandarin 


Size: Height - 3 3/8", Diameter - 3 1/4". 


On top of the bureau is a mug stamped: 


Pitcher with handle broken off. Size: Height - 7", Diameter - 5 1/k", 


These pieces have imitation woven border and the Chinese garden scene 


in pink and red. 
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HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE ENTRY AND THE MUSEUM ROOM 


When the house was occupied by the family, this entry way had no fur- 
nishings, it was just a passageway. The maids sometimes left their 


suiteases stacked in this hallway to give more room in their bedrooms. 


In 1954 the Adams Memorial Society was anxious to have all of the Adams 
Memorabilia in the house. At that time, there was talk of a separate 
Museum Building. Members of the family did not think there was enough 
Significant material to make an interesting display for a special build- 
ing. In addition, they felt that since the items had all been stored 

in the ree drawers within the house, they should be kept within the 
house. At the suggestion of Miss Abbott, a member of the family, the 
rooms on the third floor were to be used as display rooms for the museum 


objects which had been stored. One bedroom contains the furniture used 


by the occupant in 1927. 


The Adams Memorial Society paid for these rooms to be painted and the 
floors to be scraped. Miss Abbott made and installed the display cases 
herself in this room. She also arranged the objects so that they are 
now practically the same as the Adams Memorial Society wished them to 
be. We have assembled the notes which we found attached to the various 
items. Mr. Henry Adams, II did a great deal of research and added some 
information to the notes. It is our opinion that the information is 


fairly accurate and we hope will be helpful in years to come. 
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TLLUSTRATION 342 
SONNET - RAIN AND SHINE 


This sonnet was written in March, 1837 by John Quincy Adams while in 
Washington for the grandmother of a lady who is now living in Falls 
Church, Virginia. On April 25, 1919 Charles Francis Adams, the Ambas- 
sador, received this letter, and we quote: 

"Dear Sir: 


In the hope that the accompanying sonnet may be of inter- 
rest to you, I am submitting it for your inspection. The 
sonnet was written for the grandmother of a lady now living 
in Falls Church, Va., and who is in such reduced circum- 
stances that she is forced to part with almost anything 
which may be of pecuniary value. May I ask, in the event 
that the sonnet is of interest to you, that you will kindly 
state what you would be willing to give for it? ... 


Very respectfully, 
/s/ Pickering 


SONNET 


As, at the closing of this dismal day 
While Nature's face, is ail suffus’d with tears, 
Far in the west, a lucid spot appears 
And glory gilds the sun's departing ray. 
And Heaven's bright arch, in vivid colours gay 
Your Eastern region proudly circling cheers 
And scattered clouds disclose the Starry spheres, 
And spangle Worlds illums the Milky Way. 
What, but an Emblem of the Christian's doom 
Is this? - a dawn of bitterness and wo! - 
A noontide 'darken'd with the dungeon's gloom! 
A Night serene - A clear and cloudless sky - 
A Morrow's Morn, in endless bliss on high 
John Quincy Adams 
Washington, March 1837." 
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ILLUSTRATION 343 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


562. 


Sampler 
1841 
This sampler has a background of beige linen. The 
border is embroidered in faded red roses and green 
leaves. There is a capital letter alphabet (printed) 
and numbers also stitched in the faded red color. On 
the third and fourth lines is the English writing al- 
phabet. The sixth and seventh lines have the capital 
printed alphabet. Between the rows of alphabets and 
numbers are designs embroidered in green stitching in 
shaped scrolls, squares and v. The poem on the sam- 
pler reads: 

The first, the greatest bliss on man conferr'd 

Is in the acts of virtue to excel 
The second to obtain their high reward 
The soul exalting praise of doing well. 
Who both these lots attains in blest indeed 
Since fortune here below can give no richer mead 
Louisa C Adams Aged 9 Years 1841 

Size: 2k" x 19". This hand embroidered sampler hangs 
on the right side wall of the entry way to the Museum 


Room. 
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ILLUSTRATION 344 


RIGHT WALL OF ENTRY WAY 


On the right wall is a map of Louisiana and part of the State of Missis- 
sippi and the territory of Alabama. This map was done by Darby in 1816. 
It is said to be the map of John Quincy Adams while he was Secretary of 
State. On this wall also is a Civil War Flag which Charles Francis 
Adams, Jr. took when he lead his Negro regiment into Richmond, Virginia. 
The inhabitants hurriedly made up United States flags to show loyalty 
for fear of abuse. This was one of them. The stitching on the flag 
shows it was hurriedly done. The stars have four points also revealing 
the stress and strain of War. Hanging next to the American Flag is a 
framed Greek Document. This was an Honorary Citizenship Award presented 
to John Quincy Adams in 1845. Part of this document is written in 01d 
Greek and very difficult for even a Greek to read. It was taken into 
the Greek Consul in Boston who said he could not give an exact transla- 
tion, but it is an Honorary Citizenship Award which Greece gave out 
from time to time. This document belonged to John Quincy Adams, so, 

the assumption is that it was an Honorary Citizenship Award conferred 
on him, 


Looking from the front of the hall, one can see a pine table with one 
drawer. The other table is on the left side of the wall only partially 
visible. These tables date back to the 1870's and belonged to Mrs. 
Charles Francis Adams. Size: Height - 28", Width - 32", Depth - The 


On the top of the pine table one can see a footed plate which came from 
Italy. It is ornate with classical figures. This plate belonged to 
Henry Adams, II. Size: Height - 4 1/4", Diameter - 9 3/4". 


Also on this same table beside the plates is a bronze vase. This vase 
also belonged to Henry Adams, II. Size: Diameter - 5", with narrow 
neck - 6 1/2" long. 


On the left side of the entry way is a large trunk which contains the 
Phi Beta Kappa Gown of Charles Francis Adams which he wore when he gave 
his lectures before the fraternity. His first lecture was delivered 
before the Harvard Chapter of the fraternity of the Phi Beta Kappa in 
Sanders Theatre, Cambridge on June 28, 1883. His second lecture was 
delivered in Chicago before the University of Chicago Chapter of the 
fraternity of the Phi Beta Kappa on June 17, 1902 and his third lecture 
was delivered before the Columbie Chapter of the fraternity of the Phi 
Beta Kappa at the University, New York City on June 12, 1906. 

Size of Trunk: Length - 47",-Width - 22", Height - 15". 
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ILLUSTRATION 344 (Continued) 


Above the pine table near the Museum Room door is a black and white 
framed drawing with the name Henry Brooks, 18. It is doubtful whether 
this is the correct title and identification of this drawing is not 
possible at this time. 


On the wall corner next to the Sonnet is a black and white framed 
drawing of John Adams done by Doyle. Size: 10" X 71/4". 
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ILLUSTRATION 345 
CARTOON - 


In the entry way on the pine table on the left wall is a full length 
colored Caricature of Charles Francis Adams done at the time of the 
Arbitration in Geneva. A short article of him appeared on the opposite 
side with the heading, "Statesmen. No. 126, Mr. Charles Francis Adams," 
in Vanity Fair Magazine, October 5, 1872. This is mounted on cardboard 


in an open hinged frame. Size: 14" x 91/4". 
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ILLUSTRATION 346 


FRAMED TESTIMONIAL 


As you-enter this "Museum Room" looking to the Southwest is a framed 
testimonial hanging on the wall. This testimonial was presented by 
the National Freedmen's Aid Union of Great Britain and Ireland to 
Charles Francis Adams upon his departure from England in 1868, 


Size: 23 1/2" x 18". 


When the Adamses left England there were several small presents given, 


this being one which was given to Charles Francis Adams. 
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ILLUSTRATION 359 
SILVER WATCH WITH INSCRIPTION 


In the right hand corner of the third case on the north wall of the 
Museum Room is a Silver watch that was manufactured by The American 
The watch has a hunting case (a watch case with a 


Watch Company. 


hinged cover). The inscription on the watch reads as follows: 


Front: Army Watch 1862-1865 

Back: Beaufort S. C. to Richmond, Va. 
James Island 
Antietam 
Gettysburg 


The Wilderness 
Richmond, April 3, 1865 


Inside: Charles Francis Adams 
Captain 
lst. Mass. Cavalry 
Colonel 


5th Mass. Cavalry 


Underneath the watch is a letter which will be quoted in Illustration 
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ILLUSTRATION 360 


LETTER ACCOMPANYING WATCH 


This letter is underneath the watch in the third case of the Museum 


Room. 
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TLLUSTRATION 361 


FACE OF WATCH AND BACK SHOWING INSCRIPTION 


The top photograph shows the back cover of the hunting case opened. 


The bottom photograph shows the front cover of the hunting case opened. 
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ILLUSTRATION 366 


THIRD FLOOR STAIRWAY 


Coming down the third floor stairway with its handsome mahogany rail 
and turning to the right, the visitor faces the bathroom which was 
built in 1869. A close-up view of the bathtub is shown on the follow- 
ing page (Illustration 367). This bathroom was used by Mr. Brooks 


Adams and was not a part of the equipment used by the servants. 
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ILLUSTRATION 369 


COMMODE AND CHINA 


As you enter the Sewing Room, to the left of the door is a cherry wood 
commode with a china washbowl and pitcher, a smaller pitcher, a tooth 
brush holder and soap dish on it. This commode matches the bed and 
bureau in this room. It has a drawer with brass ring pulls and a cup- 
board below with a shelf in one half. At each end of the commode are 
brass towel racks. Size: Height - 29 1/2", Top-- 19" K 30 1/2". 

Rail at top back - 5 3/4" high. 


Beside the commode on the floor can be seen a china wastebucket, and on 
the right side you can partially see a chamber. 


Hanging on the wall in the corner is a needlepoint screen with brass 
staff and handle. The center is of beadwork with the initials ABA in 
gold beads. The needlepoint border is of roses and other flowers with 
a maroon background, bound in braid, and with a fringe lined with ma- 
roon taffeta. This screen was made by Mrs. Charles Francis Adams. 
Size of Screen - 16" X 20". Length of brass staff - 25". Length of 
handle - 10", 
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ILLUSTRATION 373 


Title; Foot Tub 
Date: ce. 1870 
Description: This tub is known as a foot tub. It is painted brown 


graining with gray lining and has two handles and two 
spouts. Size: Height - 15", Base - 14 1/2" x 10". 
Reference: This foot tub was used by Mrs. Charles Francis Adams 
who suffered from arthritis. She soaked her feet 
one at a time in this foot bath. 
Comment: It has attracted much: attention, and we have provided 


measurements for visitors to have copies made. 
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ILLUSTRATION 376 


Title: 
Date: 


Description: 


Reference: 


613. 


Tron Spit 

¢. 1780 

In this illustration is a metal fireplace spit which 
is painted black and has a rod for skewering meat. 
It has a hinged cover, two handles and a spout for 
pouring off the grease. There are four legs sup- 
porting it. Size: Height - 26", Back edge - 2", 
Width - 11", 


This spit was used by Abigail Adams. 
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ILLUSTRATION 377 


Title: Mirror 
Date; ec. 1780 
Description: An interesting example of the art of painting on 


glass is displayed by this old mirror with the painted 

panel at the top and black and gold baluster frame. 
Reference: This mirror belonged to Abigail Adams. 

Size: Overall dimension - 11" x 20" 


Mirror - 8 1/2" X 10". 
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ILLUSTRATION 379 


Titles Tall Clock 
Date: c. 1680 
Description: In the corner of the kitchen near the window is this 


beautiful old.clock which was originally a wall clock 
but is now in a long mahogany case. The brass face 

is engraved at the corners with plant ornament, and 

it has a dial with Roman numerals and an outside ring 
of Arabic numerals. It is signed, "WILLIAM MASON/ 
LONDON.” The case has a flat-top with series of mold- 
ings, and the hood has twisted columns at the corners. 
There are windows on the sides of the case. The door 
has been replaced and is surrounded with a high mold- 
ing. The base of the case is stepped with a kickboard 
and molded edges. Except for replacements (door, door 
molding, top panel of hood) which are pine, the case 
is oak. The back of the clock is lined with wallpaper 
inside. 


Reference: Regarding the clock, we quote from John Quincy Adams' 
Diary: 


"Wednesday 1, September 1830 
Read the Clockman... Mr. Read was here again and 
took the day to clean the kitchen Clock. ..." 


This clock has always been in the house, but its his- 
tory is unknown. 


Size: Height - 78 1/2", Largest side dimensions - 
10) 3" xX 19° 3/4". 
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